
 

 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
MIDDLETOWN CONNECTICUT 

 
MONDAY, JULY 6, 2020   

7:00 PM 
 

REVISED MINUTES 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown was held remotely via WebEx and 
livestreamed on the City of Middletownôs Facebook page on Monday, June 1, 2020, at 7:00 PM. 

 
Present:  

Councilwoman Jeanette White Blackwell  Councilman Vincent Loffredo 
Councilwoman Meghan Carta    Councilman Anthony Mangiafico 
Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.   Councilman Edward McKeon 
Councilman Darnell Ford   Councilman Eugene Nocera 
Councilman Edward Ford, Jr.   Councilman Philip Pessina 
Councilman Anthony Gennaro, Sr.  Councilwoman Linda Salafia 

   
Mayor Benjamin D. Florsheim, Chair  
Linda Reed, Council Clerk 
Daniel Ryan, Esq., Corporation Counsel  

 
Also Present:  Carl Erlacher, CPA, Director - Finance  

Faith Jackson, Director ï Office of Equal Opportunity & Affirmative Action 
Brig Smith, Esq. - General Counsel   
Kevin Elak, RS - Health Department Manager 
Joseph Samolis ï Director, Planning, Conservation & Development 
William Russo, Director, Public Works 
Cathy Lechowicz, - Director ï Recreation & Senior Services 
Joseph Fazzino, RE ï Director, Water & Sewer 
Bonnie Daley ï Youth Services  
Brandie Doyle ï Russell Library 
Barbara Knoll Peterson ï Mayorôs Administrative Assistant  
 

Members of the Public: WebEx (85 attendees) and Facebook livestream (unknown number of viewers) 
 
1. Call to Order 
 

Mayor Benjamin Florsheim calls the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  He welcomes everyone to the Regular 
Meeting of the Common Council. The Chair invites the Councilmembers to remain seated, per the accepted 
rules for remote meetings, and to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 
The Clerk reads the Call of the Meeting and the Chair declares the call a legal call and the meeting a legal 
meeting. 
 

2.       Accept/Amend the Agenda 
 

The Chair asks for a motion either to approve the agenda as presented or to amend.  
 

He also wants to clarify that there are two (2) public hearings tonight. There are also some logistical and 
legal matter that Councilman Nocera would like us to run by the City Attorney. The Chair calls on City 
Attorney Brig Smith. 
 
Attorney Smith defers to Corporation Counsel on this, adding that he will chime in. Substantively, Items 10 
and 11 need a minor modification as to title. Item 10 reads ñResolution: Approving an Additional Public 
Hearingò and item 11 says: Additional Public Hearing: naming of Middle School.ò  This is misleading 
because the ordinance actually only requires a single public hearing and a vote at the next Council meeting. 
This is the public hearing that occurs at the first regular Council meeting and then the public considers it, 
the Council considers it, and then there is a vote at the next regular Council meeting. So the way that the 
resolution for the public hearing is structured is to solicit community input on this very important issue, for 
the Council to consider that comment, and then have a resolution at the following meeting, proposing a 
name at which point there will be an additional comment period because folks can comment on anything 
on the agenda.  His recommendation is to amend the agenda. A supermajority is needed if an agenda is 
first adopted. The Corporation Counsel can speak to that.  His recommendation is to amend the agenda 
and strike the words ñApproving An Additionalò in Item 10 so it reads ñResolution Setting Public Hearing.ò 
In Item 11 strike the word ñadditionalò so it reads ñPublic Hearing: Naming of Middle School.ò This alerts 
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everyone that this a public hearing and not creating any confusion that it is an additional public hearing.  It 
is his recommendation to do so. 
 
Councilman Nocera recommends that the Council accept that motion and, just to clarify for the Council, on 
August 3rd, there will be a resolution naming the middle school and, of course, that will be second and open 
to discussion and a vote. The public will have the chance, as our Counselor said, to speak again a second 
time under public comment. He reiterate that on August 3rd there will be a resolution naming the middle 
school.   
 
The Chair calls on Corporation Counsel Dan Ryan. 
 
Attorney Ryan offers some procedural reminders:  identify yourself as the Councilperson by their last name. 
When you make a motion, identify yourself, In addition whomever seconds the motion should identity 
themselves. There are two public hearings this evening, so we are asking that people limit comments to 
three (3) minutes. Individuals will also only speak once; there will be no waivers for anyone to speak twice.  
He reiterates a three (3) minute limit. 
 
The Chair states that it was alluded to that the first one will be announced as the public hearing. That will 
be for any agenda item other than the middle school naming while the second public hearing will be 
exclusively dedicated to that topic. 
 
Councilman Edward McKeon claims a point of order. He states that it is unwise and unhealthy to dictate to 
the public to what they should or should not say. They each have three (3) minutes and they can say 
whatever they want to say as far as he is concerned. As a public body, he hopes he has approval of his 
colleagues that the not limit what people can say during public comment 
 
The Chair states that, for organizational purposes . . .   .  
 
Councilman McKeon interjects, saying that it has been said that people should not repeat what other people 
have said.  He understands that it is a courtesy and we donôt want to belabor the points, but if someone 
has something to say, they should say it.  
 
The Chair replies that he thought Councilman McKeon was referring to the split between the two.  
Understood.  With that being said, the Chair states that, if someone is listening, and if they are using the 
WebEx platform, during the public hearing, in the right hand panel on the computer. The Council Clerk will 
be able to call on people as the public hearing goes forward.  The Chair calls on Councilwoman Linda 
Salafia. 
 
Councilwoman Linda Salafia states that, since they are changing the Councilôs Rules of Procedure, 
reducing the allotment of time for a speaker from five (5) minutes to three (3) minutes, she asks if the 
Council should vote to modify its Rules.   
 
Corporation Counsel Ryan replies, ñYes, that would be helpful.ò 
 
The Chair asks for a motion to that effect. 
 
Councilman Philip Pessina moves to amend the agenda to allow a three (3) minutes presentation from the 
Councilôs normal five (5) minute presentation due to the large number of public wishing to speak and the 
size of the agenda that the Council needs to get through this evening. 
 
Councilman Eugene Nocera seconds the motion, 
 
The Council Clerk asks, for purposes of the minutes, Councilman Pessina moves to amend the agenda. 
The Clerk asks if Councilman Pessina means to amend the Councilôs Rules of Procedure rather than the 
agenda. 
 
Councilman Pessina replies, ñYes, to amend the Rules of Procedure.ò 
 
Corporation Counsel Ryan add that the waiver is for this one meeting only.  
 
Councilman Pessina concurs. 
 
The Chair asks if there is any discussion the Chair calls on Councilman Edward McKeon. 
 
Councilman McKeon states that the Council has been working hard to get people to participate in these 
meetings, particularly people who do not normally participate. By changing the Rules at the last minute, 
their statements, the goal of getting more people to participate is undermined. He states that he will not 
support this motion. 
 
The Council Clerk asks, for the minutes, is the Council adhering to the 30-minutes rule, so that people will 
speak for 30 minutes and the Council may then vote to extend that window of time.  
 
The Chair states that is a good question. 
 
Corporation Counsel Dan Ryan notes that the 30 minutes window is how it is ordinarily done. 
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Councilman Nocera states that the Council is not amending that rule: 30 minutes with extension by Council 
vote. 

 
 The Chair explains that what is being discussed is that, in the Rules, there is a 30-minutes rule on the length 

of the public hearing. At that 30 minute mark, the Council votes and they  can entertain 15 minute extensions 
for as long as necessary or as long as they can.  There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a 
roll call vote on the motion to modify the Council Rules to reduce from five (5) minutes to three (3) minutes 
the allocation of time for speaking in the public hearing. The Chair asks the Council Clerk to read the roll: 
  
Councilwoman Blackwell nay 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford nay 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
Councilman Loffredo  nay 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  nay 
Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  aye 
Councilwoman Salafia  aye  
 
The Chair states that the motion to amend the Rules, reducing the allotment of speaking time from five (5) 
minutes to three (3) minutes for this meeting, is approved with eight (8) aye votes and four (4) nay votes. 
(Voting aye: Councilmembers Carta, Faulkner, E. Ford, Gennaro, Mangiafico, Nocera, Pessina, and 
Salafia; voting nay: Councilmembers Blackwell, D. Ford. Loffredo, and McKeon). The Chair states the 
matter is approved.  
 
The Chair states that they are still looking at a potential amendment to the agenda as discussed by City 
Attorney Brig Smith.  
 
Councilman Nocera moves to approve. 
 
The Chair clarifies, noting that it specifically the language regarding ñAn Additional Public Meeting,ò asking 
Attorney Smith to chime in if that does not cover it. 
 
The Council Clerk asks, for purposes of the minutes, if it could be specified exactly what is being prosed in 
this motion, asking if this is to amend the text of Item 10 to . . .  
 
Attorney Smith interjects, saying, in Item 10, it would read ñResolution Setting Public Hearingò and, Item 11 
would read ñPublic Hearing: Naming of Middle School.ò 
 
The Council Clerk thanks Attorney Smith and adds that Councilman Nocera may have two (2) other agenda 
amendments. 
 
Councilman Nocera replies, ñThat is right, but letôs vote on this one first.ò 
 
Councilman Pessina seconds the motion. 
 

 There being no further discussion, the Chair calls of the vote and asks the Council Clerk to read the roll: 
  
Councilwoman Blackwell aye 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford aye 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
Councilman Loffredo  aye 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  aye 
Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  aye 
Councilwoman Salafia  nay  
 
The Chair states that the motion to amend the agenda, modifying the wording of Item 10 and Item 11, is 
approved with 11 aye votes and one (1) nay vote. (Voting aye: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, 
D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico McKeon, Nocera, and Pessina; voting nay: Councilwoman 
Salafia.) The Chair states the matter is approved.  
 
The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera.  He states that Councilman Darnell Ford will offer an 
amendment to the agenda followed by Councilman Edward Ford. 
 
The Chair calls on Councilman Darnell Ford. 
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Councilman Darnell Ford states that he moves to amend the agenda to add Item 18H, an additional 
resolution.   
 
The Chair asks for a summary. 
 
Councilman Darnell Ford offers a summary:  
 

In light of its longstanding concern for, and commitment to, the rights and liberties of all people, the 
City of Middletown declares that racism and any health crisis, including, but not limited to any 
pandemic-like crisis such as Covid-19, which may pose a threat to the health, safety, welfare, and/or 
well-being of any of the City's constituents, especially to people of color, is a public health crisis; and 
that every effort must be made to catalyze and authorize data analysis and policy analysis to prevent 
unintentional injustices, and to ensure the implementation of policies and actions to dismantle, to 
course-correct unjust health care systems, and to implement systems essential to the health, safety, 
and welfare of this City and its inhabitants and which are a source of inclusive, community strength 
rather than causes of discrimination, segregation, and restricted opportunity; and that, having 
acknowledged that racism is directly linked to the inequalities of health status and health care and the 
resulting public health crisis, especially as now seen in the Covid-19 health crisis, the Common Council 
hereby requests that, beginning in October 2020, the Permanent Taskforce on Anti-Racism timely and 
promptly provide written quarterly reports  -- January, April, July, and October -- which set forth the 
Taskforce's work, including, but not limited to, any and all measures and actions taken of the following: 
efforts to catalyze data and data analysis, policy analysis to prevent unintentional injustices, and the 
implementation of policies and actions correct, and, where needed, any recommendations to 
dismantle, properly, problematic systems during a public health crisis. 

 
Councilman Nocera moves to amend the agenda adding Item 18H. Councilman Edward McKeon seconds 
the motion 

 
 The Chair explains that there will be discussion on this item later in the evening, noting that this motion is 

to add this item to this agenda. There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a vote and asks the Council 
Clerk to read the roll. 

 
 For clarification, the Council Clerk asks if the Council will consider all of the agenda amendments at once 

or if they will be considered one at a time. 
 
 Councilman Nocera indicates that the only other agenda amendment involves Tall Timers. 
 
 The Council Clerk notes that they will also remove Item 7 from this agenda. 
 
 Councilman Vincent Loffredo states that he, also has an amendment. 
 
 The Chair states that, absent any objection, the Council may either do one vote or opt to have separate 

votes on each proposed agenda amendment. 
 
 (Multiple unidentified speakers) Separate votes. 

  
Councilwoman Blackwell aye 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford aye 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
Councilman Loffredo  aye 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  aye 
Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  aye 
Councilwoman Salafia  nay 
 
Councilwoman Salafia states that she is voting no because this proposed resolution was just given to 
Councilmembers this afternoon. 
 
The Chair states that the motion to amend the agenda, adding Item 18H, is approved with 11 aye votes 
and one (1) nay vote. (Voting aye: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, 
Loffredo, Mangiafico McKeon, Nocera, and Pessina; voting nay: Councilwoman Salafia, clarifying her vote 
by stating that the material was just given to the Councilmember this afternoon.) The Chair states the matter 
is approved.  
 

 The Chair calls on Councilman Edward Ford.  
 

The Council Clerk notes that, if this matter deals with Tall Timbers, it may be a substitute resolution, not 
an amendment to the agenda. 
 
Councilman Nocera confirms that the Councilmembers do not need to vote on that. 
 
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo. 
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Councilman Loffredo states that it is an acknowledgement received from the Board (of Education). He 
states that he received from the Finance Director notice that the Board (of Education) and their right to 
exercise the grant 2% set aside. To do that, they need to contact the legislative body involved in 
appropriations, the Common Council. He hopes that everyone has reviewed this report. In terms of public 
acknowledgement, it should be included under Department and Commission Reports as an informational 
document. He proposes to add it to the agenda as the next item so that Council can receive it and 
acknowledge it the act that it is publically disclosed on the record and that the Council has it and put it out 
from the Superintendentôs Office. 
 
The Council Clerk verifies that this motion is to add Item 14 F to the agenda.  The Council Clerk notes for 
the record that the report was not submitted to the Council Office for the agenda. The Council Clerk does 
not have the document. 
 
Councilman Loffredo states that it is information that was sent to the Councilmembers by Finance. He states 
that Finance Director Erlacher will provide a copy (inaudible) acknowledgement. Councilman Loffredo ask 
Director Erlacher to speak to that and confirm for the record, acknowledge that the Director of Finance was 
put on notice and we acknowledge receipt of the document from the Chief of Finance & Administration for 
the Board of Education. 
 

 Finance Director Carl Erlacher replies, ñYes,ò noting that the report was received at the end of June. 
 

Councilman Loffredo reiterates that he wants the record of the Council meeting to acknowledge that, he 
asks Director Erlacher to send the Council Clerk an acknowledgement as part of the reports to the Council. 

 
 Director Erlacher replies, ñSure.ò 
 

The Council Clerk verifies that the motion is proposing to add Item 14 F to the agenda, the Board of 
Education report, dated June 2020. 

 
Councilman Loffredo elaborates, stating that it is the ECS (Education Cost Share) Grant under Connecticut 
General Statutes Section 10 (inaudible).  That is it. He reiterates that he would like to acknowledge that it 
is in the record. 
 
The Chari states that he does not believe that a vote needs to be taken on this. 
 
The Council Clerk asks, if this is to amend the agenda, noting that, in addition, another thing that needs to 
be done on the agenda is removing Item 6 because those minutes are not ready for this meeting, and 
suggesting that these two changes might be done in tandem.  

  
 Councilman Nocera replies, ñYes, we can do that.ò  
 

The Chair indicates that Councilman Loffredo has made the motion.  Councilman Eugene Nocera seconds 
the motion. 

 
 There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a vote on the motion to agenda the agenda to add 

Item 14F and remove Item 6.  The Chair calls for a vote and ask the Council Clerk to call the roll: 
  
Councilwoman Blackwell aye 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford aye 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
Councilman Loffredo  aye 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  aye 
Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  aye 
Councilwoman Salafia  aye 
 
The Chair states that the motion to amend the agenda, adding Item 14H and removing Item 6, is approved 
unanimously. (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, 
Mangiafico McKeon, Nocera, Pessina and Salafia) The Chair states the matter is approved.  
 
The Chair states that the agenda is now intact. 
 
The Council Clerk notes that the Council must now accept the agenda, as amended. 
 
Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to accept the agenda, as amended.  Councilman Philip Pessina 
seconds the motion.  
 

 There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a vote to accept the agenda, as amended.  The Chair calls 
for a vote and ask the Council Clerk to call the roll: 
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Councilwoman Blackwell aye 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford aye 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
Councilman Loffredo  aye 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  aye 
Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  aye 
Councilwoman Salafia  aye 
 
The Chair states that the motion to accept the agenda, as amended, is approved unanimously. 
(Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico McKeon, 
Nocera, Pessina and Salafia) The Chair states the matter is approved.  
 

3. Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting of June 1, 2020 at 7:00 PM 
 

The Chair asks for a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 1, 2020 at 7:00 PM.  
 
 Councilman Edward McKeon moves to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 1, 2020 at 7:00 

PM. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion. The Chair asks if there is any discussion.   
 
 There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote on the motion to accept the minutes. The Chair 

states that the motion to accept the minutes, is approved unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers 
Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and 
Salafia). The Chair states the matter is approved.  

 
4. Approval of Minutes: Special Meeting ï Public Hearing on FY 2020-2021 Budget of June 4, 2020 at 

6:00 PM 
 
 The Chair asks for a motion to accept the minutes of the Special Meeting ï Public Hearing on FY 2020-

2021 Budget of June 4, 2020 at 6:00 PM. 
 
 Councilman Philip Pessina moves to accept the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 1, 2020 at 7:00 

PM. Councilman Darnell Ford seconds the motion. The Chair asks if there is any discussion.   
 
 There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a roll call vote on the motion to accept the minutes a by voice 

vote. The Chair states that the motion to accept the minutes is approved unanimously with 12 aye votes 
(Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico McKeon, 
Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The Chair states the matter is approved.  

 
5. Approval of Minutes: Special Meeting of June 11, 2020 at 5:30 PM 
 
 The Chair asks for a motion to accept the minutes of the Special Meeting of June 11, 2020 at 5:30 PM. 

 
 Councilman Anthony Mangiafico moves to accept the Minutes of the Special Meeting of June 11, 2020 at 

5:300 PM. Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell seconds the motion. The Chair asks if there is any discussion.   
 
 There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote on the motion to accept the minutes, The Chair 

states that the motion to accept the minutes is approved unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers 
Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and 
Salafia). The Chair states the matter is approved.  

 
6. REMOVED FROM AGENDA 
 
7. Approval of Minutes: Special Meeting of June 24, 2020 at 5:15 PM 
 
 The Chair asks for a motion to accept the minutes of the Special Meeting of June 24, 2020 at 5:30 PM. 
 

Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell moves to accept the Minutes of the Special Meeting of June 24, 2020 at 
5:300 PM. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion. The Chair asks if there is any discussion.   
 
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote on the motion to accept the minutes. The Chair 
states that the motion to accept the minutes is approved unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers 
Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and 
Salafia). The Chair states the matter is approved. 

 
8. Public Hearing on Agenda Items -- Opens 
 

The Chair opens the public hearing at 7:30 PM. The Chair states that this public hearing is for any agenda 
item other than the naming of the middle school, which is the subject of a separate public hearing 
immediately after this hearing. Any member of the public wishing to speak on an agenda item and, with the 
Rules suspended, on non-agenda items as well, may indicate by using the hand raise WebEx function. 

http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_5c5927eae8711b835bf17f9bb3cff271.pdf
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They will be called on and are asked to state their name and address for the record and that comments are 
limited to a three (3) minutes. 
 
Councilman Edward McKeon makes a point of order, stating that there was a procedure for people to call 
in (inaudible), who are not signed into WebEx, but calling in. he asks how they will be heard.    
 
The Chair states that he does not know the answer, but will find out, he asks the Council Clerk if she knows 
the answer. The Council Clerk replies that she does not, but can contact the Technology staff.   
 
Councilman McKeon offer another point of order, stating that (inaudible) there is rainbow over Middletown 
so it is a good sign.  
 
The Chair asks the Council clerk to begin to call speakers. 
 
Sasha Armstrong Crockett: After calling this speaker, the Council Clerk notes that this caller is no longer 
in the queue. 
 
Monica Bellyea (186 College Street): She is in favor of establishing the anti-racism taskforce and the 
ordinance introduced by Councilman Darnell Ford, declaring racism a public health emergency. Thank you 
for bring these items forward. She looks forward to both being approved. 
 
Diana Martinez (41 Hotchkiss Street):  She seconds the comments made by the previous speaker, adding 
that she is looking forward to the Councilmembers all voting yes on the anti-racism taskforce and the 
ordinance amendment on racism as a public health crisis. 
 
Tina Loomis (102 Crystal Lake Road): She thought that this conversation was for the Middle School, so 
she will wait for that item. 
 
Lucy McMillan (76 Pearl Street):  She echoes the sentiments supporting the anti-racism taskforce and 
declaring racism a public health crisis.  
 
Izzi Greenberg (Columbus Avenue): She echoes those sentiments of the earlier speakers that the City 
establish an anti-racism taskforce and make the declaration that racism is a public health crisis. She will 
speak again on the Middle School. 
 
Jennifer Billingsley (10 Longworth Avenue): She echoes the comments of the earlier speakers. She 
applauds the effort to create the anti-racism taskforce and declaring racism a public health crisis. She looks 
forward to seeing all Councilmembers vote in favor of these items. 
 
Rani Arbo (11 Pearl Street): She echoes the comments of the previous speaks on these two issues: the 
racism is a public health crisis and the anti-racism taskforce in Middletown. 
 
Catherine Rees (70 Alston Avenue, New Haven): Although she lives in New Haven, she works at 
Middlesex Hospital .as Director of (inaudible) Health. She supports the anti-racism taskforce and the 
ordinance amendment declaring racism a public health crisis. She thanks the Council for its consideration 
and support of these critical issues. 
 
Viviana Conner (40 Talia Trail): She support the anti-racism task force and declaring racism a public health 
crisis.  She supports both and likes to see unanimous approval of both. 
 
Patti Vassia (234 South Main Street): She supports these as the Conners are. They should not forget that 
poverty causes health crises.  By singling out people of color, she does not want the Council to forget that 
poverty is also causing health crisis. She wants the Council to vote unanimously, but she also wants it in 
our minds. 
 
Paola Maina (95 High Street): She favors establishing an anti-racism taskforce in Middletown and 
(inaudible) declare racism a public health crisis.   
 
Elizabeth McAllister Nicholas (34 Home Avenue): She adds her voice in support the taskforce and to 
support racism as a public health crisis.  
 
Paige Petit (311 River Street, Southington): She lives in Southington, but has worked in Middletown for the 
past two (2) years.  She will be managing the Cityôs farmersô market. She support the anti-racism taskforce 
and the declaration of racism as a public health emergency. 
 
Precious Price (143 Prospect Street): She offers support for the taskforce and racism as a public health 
crisis. She has a question, but for something to look into. The resolution on the anti-racism religion should 
not have anything to do with it. She cautions that and says it should stick to anti-racism. She questions and 
is concerned that it will stay in the resolution.  Other than that, she approved of the taskforce if it does not 
include resolution.  She also supports the statement from Councilman Ford. 
 
 
 
The Chairs responds, saying that the Council will have to address this matter that outside the public hearing. 
He thanks her for her comments, noting it will be considered. 
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Rebecca McCallum (15 Pearl Street): She adds one more voice in strong support of the anti-racism 
taskforce and the resolution that racism is a public health crisis 
 
Steven Smith (186 College Street): he thought that the agenda adjustments were tedious, but he was glad 
that it ended with the declaration of racism as a public health crisis on the agenda. He urges all 
Councilmembers to vote in favor of it.ô 
 
David Roane (352 Newfield Street): He supports both resolutions, adding it has been a long time.  
 
(Unidentified speaker) You wonder if they have already decided, right. (Inaudible.) This will help them 
figure it out.  
 
The Chair interjects, stating that someone has their mic on. He asks everyone to check their mics and put 
them on mute.  
 
 
The Chair announces that, if anyone is calling into the meeting from a phone, they can press *3 to raise 
their hand to be recognized to speak. 
 
 
Kevin Elak (15 Azalea Drive) Health Department Manager for City of Middletown: He offers a quote from 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (1966) ñOf all forms of inequality injustice, health care is the most shocking and 
inhumane.ò He takes these words deeply and fully support the declaration, to declare racism a public health 
crisis. We have seen the data published today by the CDC (Center for Disease Control) and we know that 
persons of color are disproportionality affected by illness and disease. This is now magnified by the 
pandemic. The data suggest that, in the US, blacks and Latinos are 3x as more likely to become infected 
than their white neighbors and 2x as likely to die as white people. They have taken the first steps to advance 
racial equity and justice by creating the anti-racism taskforce.  The health department is committed and will 
continue to work with community partners as they have done already to get rid of racism and to address 
health disparities. 
 
 
The Council Clerk indicates that she a message that Rev. Robin Anderson, who is on Facebook, has a 
comment. The Council Clerk is unsure how to link a speaker from Facebook to the WebEx platform meeting. 
The Chair states that the individual will need to call into the WebEx meeting on the City website. 
 
 
Steven Devoto (476 Country Club Road): He expresses his support for both resolutions. He also strongly 
urges the Council and the Mayor to revisit each of these for results at 3 months, 6 months, 9 months, and 
12 months to be sure that the action tonight is followed through by real action that can impact the 
community.  
 
Judy Omphroy (172 Poplar Road): She echoes the comments already made, especially appreciates the 
quote by Dr. Martin Luther King. She offers her strong support for both the task force and the declaration 
of racism as a health emergency. She represents the NAACP and the People of Color Covid-19 Coalition.  
She is on both is very much in support.  
 
Buster Nelson (95 High Street): In support of the anti-racism taskforce and the initiative to declare racism 
as a public health crisis. 
 
Robyn Anderson (65 Frossell Terrace): She adds her support to the formation of the ant-racism taskforce 
and to declare racism as a public health emergency. 
 
Olivia Sayah (109 Highland Avenue): As the others, she supports the anti-racism task force and recognition 
of racism as a public health crisis. 
 
Christine Bourne (17 Red Orange Road): She support the task force and anti-racism as a public health 
crisis.  
 
Sanji Lawrence (7 Longhill Avenue): She supports both resolutions. She thanks the City for doing this and 
for the work they are already doing. It is sad that we have come to this and have to do this in 2020, but she 
appreciates the movement 
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9. Public Hearing on Agenda Items -- Closes 
 
 There being no further comments, the Chair closes the public hearing at 7:54 PM. 
 
10. Resolution Setting Public Hearing 
APPROVED 

RESOLUTION NO. 51-20; K: review/resolution/ CC PH for naming MS RES 51-20 ï 6 July 2020  
 
WHEREAS, a new middle school is being constructed on the site of the current Woodrow Wilson 

Middle School; and  
 
WHEREAS, a longstanding community dialogue has been underway about what to name the new 

middle school; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Public Works Commission considered the matter at its June 10, 2020 meeting and 

recommended a public hearing to further the community dialogue on the issue; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 23-22 of the Cityôs naming ordinance requires that "[a] public hearing on any 

naming shall be conducted at a regular Common Council meeting before a vote on any such naming 
at a subsequent regular Common Council meeting;ò 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Middletown that the 

public hearing for the naming of the Cityôs new middle school for grades 6, 7, and 8 be held at its 
regular meeting on July 6, 2020. 
 
Fiscal Impact: None.   

 

Councilman Edward Ford moves to hold a public hearing on naming the middle school and moves to 
approve. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion. 
 
The Council Clerk notes that the text offered by Councilman Edward Ford is different from the text on the 
agenda, asking if, in addition to the change in the Item description, the motion is also being abridged. 
 
The Chair asks Councilman Edward Ford if he was paraphrasing or if there is a change in the text. 
 
Councilman Edward Ford indicates that he will restate the motion, reading word for word, as stated on the 
agenda.  He reads that motion for an additional public hearing for the naming of the middle school and 
moves to approve. 
 
Councilman Philip Pessina makes a point of order, indicating that the word ñadditionalò has been dispensed 
with. 
 
Councilman Edward Ford restates the motion as a ñResolution Setting Public Hearingò for the middle school 
naming. Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.  

 
 The Chair calls on Councilwoman Linda Salafia.  
 
 Councilwoman Salafia states that she will be voting ñnoò on this resolution. She would prefer not seeing this 

done by the Council but by public referendum on the November ballot. By doing this, everyone would have 
an opportunity to vote.  

 
 The Chair states that, to clarify, no vote in being take on the name tonight; noting that this is the public 

hearing 
  
 Councilwoman Salafia states that, to clarify, she is voting ñnoò on the proposed public hearing resolution 

for the public hearing resolution. 
 
 There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a vote on the motion to approve the resolution to hold 

a public hearing on the naming of the middle school.  The Chair asks the Council Clerk to call the roll: 
  
Councilwoman Blackwell aye 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford aye 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
Councilman Loffredo  aye 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  aye 
Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  aye 
Councilwoman Salafia  nay 
 
The Chair states that the motion to hold the public hearing is approved by a vote of 11 aye votes and one 
(1) nay vote. (Voting aye: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, 
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Mangiafico McKeon, Nocera, and Pessina; Voting nay: Councilwoman Salafia) The Chair states the matter 
is approved.  

 

Councilman Nocera indicates that Mayor has is having a connection issue. The Council Clerk asks if the 
Council will wait for the Mayor to reconnect or if the public hearing should begin. Councilman Nocera 
instructs the Council Clerk to begin the public hearing 

 
 
11. Public Hearing: Naming of Middle School - Opens: Public Hearing to solicit public advice for the 

Common Council as the City's naming authority pursuant to Section 23-22 of the Middletown Code 
of Ordinances, regarding naming of the City's middle school (6th, 7th, & 8th grades).   

 
The public hearing begins at 8:00 PM.   
 
Since the Mayor was disconnect from the WebEx meeting, per the instruction of Majority Leader, 
Councilman Eugene Nocera, the Council Clerk begins to call speakers for this public hearing. 
 
Diana Martinez (41 Hotchkiss Street): She is glad to hope that this is the last public hearing on the middle 
school issue. It seems that this has been going on for over a year now, which is a very long time to decide 
a name of a building but she gets (inaudible) and the process. She is hoping they all support renaming the 
middle school Beman Middle School in honor of the lost legacy of African American (inaudible).  She thinks 
it is our responsibility as we take on these symbolic gestures in removing statutes and creating task forces 
and making declarations, that we consider what that means for the spaces that they inhabit and look forward 
to having a space they can really be proud of with a legacy that really reflects who they are in Middletown 
and who we want to be. They support racial (inaudible). Thank you. 
 
Catherine Rees: She states that she did not mean to raise her hand and that she does not have a comment. 
 
Patti Vassia: She meant to lower her hand and has no comment. 
 
Elizabeth McAllister Nicholas (34 Home Avenue): She urges the renaming of the middle school as the 
Beman School.  It is long overdue. Princeton just put down the Woodrow Wilson building that they had and 
are renaming anything that had to do with Woodrow Wilson because of his history and the history today. 
Beman School would be a wonderful name for the middle school and would inspire the next generation of 
young people, who will be more diverse and more multicultural than ever in the past and  it our turn for this 
to happen.  
 
Rebecca McCallam (15 Pearl Street): She states that she didnôt mean to raise her hand; however, since 
she has the chance to speak, she supports naming the middle school the Beman School. 
 
David Roane (352 Newfield Street): He is speaking tonight on renaming the Woodrow Wilson Middle 
School. Throughout this countryôs history, the hallmark of American democracy, opportunity, freedom, 
prosperity, has been largely reserved for white people thru the intentional exclusion and oppression of 
people of color.  The deep racial and ethnic inequalities that exist today are the direct result of historical 
and contemporary policies, practice, and structural racism, the norms that that create and maintain white 
supremacy. One way (inaudible) naming of buildings recognizable, racist historical figures such as 
President Woodrow Wilson, which our middle school, at that time a high school, was named after. He is the 
person that active worked to oppress and disenfranchise black people and benefited directly from racial 
injustice. This is why the renaming of the building from Woodrow Wilson High School  now a middle school, 
is a problem for him and residents in this City. The opponents of renaming this school to Beman Middle 
School are only doing so to continue the practice of perpetuating racism. It is precisely why todayôs world 
and these outspoken racists do  not want to acknowledged to  and still donôt want us to be recognized and 
recorded as a part of history, Middletonôs history included. He asks the Council to join with the current 
members of the Middletown Building Naming Committee, Middletown Board of Education members, and 
residents of Middletown, who are in support of this name change, and say to everybody else that structural, 
systematic racism is on its way out in this City. At next monthôs Council meeting (inaudible) on our new 
name, Beman Middle School. Thank you. 
 
Call-in speaker:  no name/no response  
 
Bill Wilson (220 Woodbury Circle): He is asking that the Council put this vote to the people in the form of 
a referendum in November. Right now, he has 1,700 names of residents, who want to keep the name as it 
is: Woodrow Wilson. Part of the reason is that they do not want to lose their legacy.  Tom Serra, who was 
a Councilman, spoke with him in 2015 about the name. He asked Councilman Serra if this name would 
every go away.  At the time, in that private conversation, Councilman Serra said, ñNo, this name will always 
remain.ò When he spoke with (Councilmember) Christine LaRosa back in1984, who was Marcelli at that 
time, he asked if that name would ever go away. She said, ñNo, part of the deal was to keep the name 
Woodrow Wilson Middle Schoolò Now we have people, who have not been Middletown residents. The 
naming board was not authorized by the Common Council that did not have the proper minority (party) 
representation, had two (2) students voting, which is not allowed by the State of Connecticut.  The Council 
has all of this information. We cannot have a vote on something that the public does not have an actual say 
in. We are going thru this pandemic right now. There is no public speaking and by doing this, by 12 people 
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voting on this issue, you will divide the City more than it already is. We need to let the people of the City of 
Middletown, and again, it is a presidential election year so it not going to cost the City a penny to vote on 
this issue: either to keep or not keep the Woodrow Wilson name. It is a very simple thing. He sent every 
Councilmember a letter, he sent it by email. He has talked to people all over Middletown: they do not want 
to see the name changed. Again, donôt let a few decide for them any If you want to let the people speak, 
then put this out to  referendum and let the people of Middletown vote one away  or the other. Have the 
courage and do whatôs right for the City. Donôt take this away from people without getting them have a 
voice.  Now we donôt have a voice as we meet on WebEx.  Let the people decide come November 3rd.  He 
repeats his name and address, adding that he is 1982 graduate of Woodrow Wilson School and is the 
Republican Town Committee Chairman. Thank you.  
 
Monica Bellyea (186 College Street): She offers support for the Middletown Building Committeeôs 
recommendation to name the new 6th to 8th grade middle school after the Beman family.  It is an incredible 
opportunity to bring light and the history of black people in the City and show black and brown children that 
they matter, that their history maters.  Woodrow Wilson, besides being a segregationist and blatant white 
supremacist, had very little connection to this City. We should follow the example of other institutions and 
drop Woodrow Wilson in favor of Beman.  Thank you.  
 
Jill Echevarria (712 Millbrook Road): She thanks the Mayor and Councilmembers. It is well documented 
that Woodrow Wilson referred to African Americans as an inferior race and praised the KKK as an honorable 
institution, and wanted to bar immigrants from Southern and Eastern Europe. With this it is very hard to 
understand why some in this community believe that a new school ï noting that his is a new school being 
built for the current and future children of Middletown -- should bear the name with these beliefs. She has 
heard a lot about preserving memories and history. Letôs be clear about two (2) things. First, the memories 
of those, who attended the former Wilson High School, will live on in the time they spend reflecting on and 
sharing their time there, and not through the new school. They can still reminisce with former classmates 
with good old photographs and displays of memorabilia.  This will not go away when the school is named 
for someone deserving of the honor, which brings her to her second point.  Having the school named after 
him is a high honor reserved for those who worked for the betterment of their community, for all the people 
of the community, not just a select few.  Woodrow Wilson contributed nothing to Middletown. The Beman 
family, however, contributed greatly to the history of Middletown, which is why the naming committee chose 
to bestow the honor on them. Finally, she asks everyone to remember who this new school was for. It is for 
the present and future children of Middletown, many of whom are non-white and children of immigrants 
around the world. They should not have to attend a school named for a man, who didnôt want their ancestors 
there. To add a personal note, yesterday her daughter, a soon-to-be 8th grader at Woodrow, wearing her 
ñRamò hoodie, noting that both like the image of the ram. She ran her finger through the Wilson name and 
said, ñThis would be better if it said Beman.ò  Even though her daughter will be in high school before the 
new school is finished, her younger sister and her classmates deserve to attend a school with a name they 
are proud of to wear across their chests. 
 
Deborah Cain (60 Training Hill Road): She is definitely in support of the name change to Beman Middle 
School. She stands before the Council not only as the Chair of the Board of Education, but also as a 
longtime resident and student of Woodrow Wilson Middle School. She remembers, as youth attending 
Woodrow Wilson Middle School, and learning exactly who he was and what he stood for, she was 
devastated. How can a district, a City, tolerate a building named after someone with such racist views? She 
will not take away that he led the country  in  World War I and he  was also awarded the 1919 Nobel Peace 
Prize, bit, on the other hand, she  finds that  his racist rhetoric outlandishly disturbing. This administration, 
he segregated several Federal agencies, he sided with the Klu Klux Klan, and sided with the people of the 
South, as an ignorant and inferior race. There is no time better than the present, especially with very thing 
going on in the US, to change the narrative on history and helps remember the history and, on the other 
hand, make the other groups of people feel unaccepted. It was not a good feeling when she was in Woodrow 
Wilson and she guarantees that, if someone has a child, who recently attend Woodrow Wilson Middle 
School they would not feel good either. As adults and leaders, it is our civic duty to help guide the next 
generation, teaching them what deplorable, and fixing the mistake from the past so it doesnôt affect the 
future. How can we in good faith agree to accept the school name that does not represent the inclusiveness, 
the diversity of the City of Middletown? To the graduates of the Woodrow Wilson Middle School, she hopes 
that they take heed and listen to everyone and not just think about their memories, but to think about the 
state of the United States right now, and think about someone other than yourself and how naming this new 
school after someone, who has been found to be racist, is deplorable and should be changed. Itôs time to 
let it go. Lastly, if (inaudible) University has decided that Wilsonôs racist views, policies make him an 
inappropriate namesake, surely, surely Middletown can follow suit and do what is best for our children. She 
asks the Common Council to support the name change to Beman Middle School. She yields her time.  
 
Jennifer Billingsley (10 Long Wharf Avenue): She adds her voice in support of naming the middle school 
Beman Middle School. Itôs a legacy that worth celebrating; itôs a family worth ample time, sharing their 
stories. Itôs a great decisions. She appreciates the work of the (Board of Education) Naming Committee and 
the Board of Education in doing this. She thanks her black and brown neighbors, coming back over and 
over and sharing their thoughts and words over and over with the community. For alumni of Woodrow 
Wilson High School, his name his history and his legacy, including his brief years here in Middletown, are 
detailed in many history books. Change is hard. Letôs lead the change.  
 
Daniel Raucci (2 Bluebell Lane): He is speaking as a parent and educator here in Middletown.  They chose 
Middletown as the place to live and raise their family because of the vibrant and diverse community. After 
teaching here for five (5) years, he and his wife decided to make Middletown their home . . . (inaudible) . . 
. because they see the greatness of it in this community. Since moving here 12 years ago,  he and his wife 
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started a family and now have two (2) children in elementary school, with their son entering the new middle 
school as the  first class of 6th graders in that new building. He has been an educator in Middletown for over 
16 years, as a teacher, coach, mentor, assistant principal, and now curriculum supervisor. Through all of 
these roles, he has had the opportunity to truly come to know the townôs culture, history, and opportunities 
that they offer students and families. To support the townôs strength and diversity, equity and opportunity, 
he believes they should give the new middle school a name that is fitting of these values. The name ñBeman 
Middle Schoolò does that. Beman, as a name, represents the best aspects of the value that we, as a 
community, have: that all people have value. A person can improve the place where they live as the Beman 
family did in our community. That name signifies and symbolizes all of our students, that we value them as 
individuals. He wants his children, and all of Middletownôs children, to go to a school that embodies those 
values. Names matter. Now is the time to show that what we stand for as a community.  That message will 
be echoed for decades to come. It is in your hands to vote.  As you know, the Board of Education formed 
a Naming Committee, of which he was a member, to listen to community input on names. Through various 
forums, they listened to people, and without question, the overwhelming majority response was to give the 
school a new name. They worked to select a name representative of their values and they selected 
ñBeman,ò which was passed on to the Board of Education, which they unanimously approved. The 
recommendation went on to the Public Works Commission, which they unanimously approved, and now it 
comes to the Council. He asks that the Council approve the name Beman, that was selected by the naming 
community, the Board of Education, the Public Works Commission, and most importantly, the vast majority 
of the community member voices shared throughout the process very step of the way. The name ñBeman 
Middle Schoolò represents the values of the community and is what to do as the school name that all of our 
children walk through with pride here in Middletown, Thank you.  
 
Shari Van Ness (36 Miles Avenue): She lives very close to the Beman Triangle. She supports naming the 
new middle school, Beman Family Middle School. Speaking for herself and her 11 year old niece, who will 
be a student at the new middle school. During this time, with so much discussion about how we should 
revere our history as previously taught, it is important to recognize histories that we have not yet heard that 
are not common knowledge because history has been shared from a mostly white perspective.  Celebrate 
the Beman family and how they represent significant efforts  in the abolitionist and suffrage movements. 
We should to be prod to celebrate history and efforts that history has ignored. While it is paramount that 
the Beman family is recognized locally and, without a doubt, the school should not continue in the name of 
Woodrow Wilson because of his racist views and actions and his minimal ties to our local community. She 
reiterates her support for naming the school after the Beman family and asks the Council to go forward with 
this.  Thank you.  
 
Sacha Armstrong Crockett (12 Shirleys Court): She is a Middletown native and graduate of Woodrow 
Wilson Middle School, other to three (3) Woodrow Wilson Middle Scholl grads and two (2) other children in 
the elementary level. She is asking the Council to say ñyesò to the naming of the new middle school. She 
states that she was on the naming Committee before her family forced her to resign.  Someone, who 
disagreed with her or maybe disagreed  with everything that she stands for, contacted the company she 
works for  and defamed her charter by implying that she hates all  white people based off some strong 
opinion thatôs he made during their first meeting. It was a lie. That move was about impeding the progress 
of the (Board of Education) Naming Committee, but also about silencing a powerful black femaleôs voice 
about the naming of Beman Middle School. The important point of order that you know, she was harassed 
for joining a voluntary committee in our town (inaudible) and they betrayed her. Tried as she might, she 
could not come up with an argument for why they are keeping Woodrow Wilson Middle School. First, keep 
our history, keep our Wildcats alive. And then it became ñthis just isnôt legal.ò And then the focus changed, 
adding that the petitions came with a bunch of random signatures from a bunch of people, who donôt; even 
know Middletown or who we are about.  Her reasons are pretty simple. Itôs a new building. That is number 
one. Number two, we shouldnôt be erecting new structures in the name of old, racist, divisive, white men, 
and lastly, her baby, her beautiful, black baby boy, will be in the first incoming class. She understands that 
vilifying the other side is not productive, but when they spoke, she couldnôt just hear them. And maybe she 
couldnôt hear them because they couldnôt hear her. Her intergenerational and historic trauma just took over. 
All she  could hear is ñWe donôt care about you, ñWe donôt care about your son,ò ñWe donôt care about the 
emotional burden of your black boy walking into a building named  after a man that did not believe that all 
races should learn together. It would be a slap in the face of the black community to refuse to take the right 
stance on this. Itôs a historical moment. Itôs the time to show not only Middletown, but the entire  State, how 
we are together her, how we come together across  county lines and racial divides to do the right thing for, 
yes, our children, not you and your emotional attachments to Woodrow Wilson and the Wildcats. A beautiful 
way to honor our townôs diversity is naming our middle school Beman Middle School. Preservation of Black 
History is hard. Why? Because our stories, our names, our home, our land, and for some, the royal titles 
that they came with are lost in our capture. For Caesar Beman to come from being a slave to fighting in the 
place of his master in the revolutionary War to his family establishing a community of free people in 
Middletown, if this isnôt the American dream, she doesnôt know what is.  A man so deliberate in reclaiming 
his humanity that he chose his own name: be a man. Unbelievable. This is why families come here and you 
need to understand it as Councilmemberôs why people come here. They know Middletown is a step ahead. 
They know our town brings attention to important issues. People want open-minded, forward thinking, and 
progressive values.  The road is getting younger. We need to honor our past and . . .  
 
The Council Clerk interjects to let the speaker know that she has reached the allotted time to speak, and 
has actually exceed the three (3) minute allotment.  
 
The speaker continues, saying she needs to get this out.  
 
The Council Clerk reiterates that this speaker has reached the allotted time 
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The speaker replies,ô ñIôm sorry. Thank you.ò  
 
The Council Clerk calls the next speaker in the queue, Izzy Greenberg. 
 
Councilman Edward McKeon interjects, saying, ñExcuse me, Your Honor, point of order.  He asks, ñWho is 
running the meeting?ò 
 
After a brief moment of silence, the Council Clerk replies that she was timing each speaker as they went 
along.   
 
Councilman McKeon, replies, ñIôm sorry. Whoôs running the meeting?ò 
 
The Chair replies, ñI am, Councilman.ò 
 
Councilman McKeon replies that he believes that the Chair is the person who is supposed to tell people 
time. Thank you. 
   
The Chair thanks Councilman McKeon. The Chair states that, if it; the will of the Council, . . . knowing that 
speakers are, the speaker said that is one last thing that she wants to say, can we  allow that and move on 
to the next member of the public. 
 
Councilman Darnell Ford replies, ñPlease let her finish.ò 
 
The Council Clerk states, as a reminder, the public hearing is coming up on the 30-minute mark as well. 
 
Sacha Armstrong Crockett:  She thanks the Council for allowing her to finish. She cannot say how proud 
she will be to have her boy, with all his black boy joy, a boy who consistently tests above grade level at 
Moody School, walk into the new Beman School, knowing that it is the struggle and advancement of black 
people is going to be a historical day that she looks forward to. She thanks the Council for listening.  Thank 
you. Thank you, Councilman McKeon. 
 
 
 
Extension of the Public Hearing: 
 
The Chair states that the Council Clerk noted that this public hearing is coming up on the 30-minute mark. 
If that is the case, he will entertain a motion to extend the public hearing for an additional 15 minutes   
 
Councilman Nocera moves to extend the public hearing and calls for a consensus vote.  Councilman Philip 
Pessina seconds the motion.   
 
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for the vote on the motion to extend the public hearing by an 
additional 15 minutes.  The vote is unanimous with 12 aye votes. The matter passes. 
 
The Chair thanks the Council Clerk for being mindful of the time. The Chair indicates that he had some 
technical difficulties and thanks the Council Clerk for having stepped in.  The Chair asks the Council Clerk 
to continue with the speakers in the queue. 
 
 
 
Izzy Greenberg (15 Columbus Avenue): She thanks Sacha for her powerful testament, noting that nothing 
comes close to the power of what she said. She urges the Council to . . . (inaudible) . . . middle school . . .  
(inaudible) . . . . It is a terrible abuse. There is no need to have his name continue and have his legacy. We 
have a new building and a new opportunity to rewrite history. She encourages the Council to take that 
opportunity. She thanks everyone, who has spoken today. 
 
Lisa Loomis (88 Crystal Lake Road): She is calling as a Board of Education member and as Chair of the 
(Board of Education) Naming Committee that was unanimously created by the Board of Education last April. 
The Committee consisted of 15 individuals: two (2) Board of Education members, an administrator, teacher, 
parent, and student from each of the two (2) middle schools, and five (5) additional community members. 
The committee collected written testimony for four (4) weeks last summer and held a public forum on June 
19th last year. Between those opportunities, 67 people said in written testimony or spoke at the public forum.  
Out of that 15 people spoke or wrote in favor of using the Woodrow Wilson name; 50 people submitted oral 
or written testimony against using the Woodrow Wilson name, including those people who suggested 
different names. Three (3) alumni referenced student movements to change the Woodrow Wilson name 
between 1996 and 2003, and former Board of Education member Sheila Daniels remembered students 
making a presentation to the Board of Education. Requesting the name change. Other names suggested 
through that testimony were William McCrain Middle School, Ida Keigwin Middle School, Beman Middle 
School, Middletown Middle School, Mattabassett Middle School, and Veteransô Memorial Middle School 
among others. The Committeeôs top choice was Beman Middle School and the Committee noted several 
influencing factors. First, the public comment that showed extreme division over the continued use of the 
Woodrow Wilson name, efforts to change the name for almost 20 years. Committee members want to 
recognize someone, who had a significant in Middletown, you honor people in history that has not been 
widely shared, and use the school name as an opportunity to teach local history. All of Middletownôs diverse 
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students to feel proud walking in the door and wanted to use the name of someone who embodies 
Middletownôs values. The Board of Education went on to unanimously approve the name Beman Middle 
School and sent that to the Council. On a personal note, she states that she is fairly certain that all of the 
Councilmembers ran for office they said they supported racial equality and equity and here is the test. Now 
is the time to prove that you are committed to doing racial equity work and those were not hollow words. 
Thank you. 
 
Molly Auger (13 Red Glen Road): She is speaking on behalf of Middletown 4,700 public school students 
and many more to come by asking the Council to vote in favor of Beman Middle School. In these meetings, 
the Council have been talking about changing building names, changing racism as a public health 
emergency, and creating a permanent task force on anti-racism. We need to believe that Middletown is 
ahead of the curve doing what is right for our black and brown community members.  A lot that said, she 
would like to think that Beman family were with us now, to see this  work as continuation of what they started 
in  the 1800ôs. We have come a long way, but thereôs still a long road ahead. She thanks Jesse Nasca, her 
friend and collaborator, the Board of Education Naming Committee members, who took great personal risk 
by participating, Middletown parents and families and friends, who supported   this effort. She offers final 
thought: when she first  started researching who to nominate for this new school over a year ago, as she 
typed into Google ñwomen of color,ò  ñhistory,ò and ñMiddletown, Connecticut.ò  Back then she found all 
about Clarissa Beman, who, in 1834, founded the first female anti-slavery society in Middletown when you 
use those same search terms now the first name to pop up is Councilwoman Jeanette White Blackwell, our 
first black woman elected to the Common Council. Times have changed in Middletown and they are better. 
She encourages the Council to do the right thing and vote for the name Beman Middle School on August 
3rd. Thank you.  
 
Buster Nelson (95 High Street): He thanks the Council and all of the people who have called in to share 
their views. He is calling as a Snow School parent. He also teaches public school at Keigwin Middle School, 
noting that he also taught at McDonough School and Spence School. He would lie to change the name of 
the middle school to Beman Middle School. The Beman family represents our values in Middletown of 
freedom, service to others, and intergenerational commitment throughout community. He went to Woodrow 
Wilson Middle School in the late 1980s. He would like people to be remembered, people want to be 
remembered. They were told that the name would not change from Woodrow Wilson. He does not know 
how a promise is made about the future that name will never change. No one likes broken promises. At the 
same time, this is a new school. It is 6th to 8th school, a school that didnôt exist before. He suggest that   they 
name the new school Beman and find a way to remember all the people who went to Woodrow Wilson  or 
Keigwin Middle School, all of those students, find a way to remember other than  the way we do now. Right 
now, Woodrow Wilson Middle School exists as a little area near the pool with pictures. People donôt see 
the residents, who attended Woodrow Wilson there, very little. At the font of the school, there was a shrine 
to Woodrow Wilson that mentions nothing about the full spectrum of racist beliefs and actions. He suggests 
that they name the school Beman and find a better way to remember all of the citizens our intergenerational 
commitment to Middletown that all those citizens represent there than trying to keep a name from another 
school. Get rid of the name Woodrow Wilson and name it Beman, and find a biter way to remember all the 
people who have served the community. Maybe have rocks leading to the new middle school with the 
names of all the people, who attended Woodrow Wilson Middle School in the past. Other ideas to remember 
better. Keeping the name does not ensure memory of people who passed through those doors. We need 
a special project to do that rather than the attention of a name from a different school.  Name it Beman 
Middle School. Also, no voting on the name by the general public because people under age 18 cannot 
vote and they are the ones who will attend the new middle school. Please respect their voices. Letôs find 
the new name: Beman. Thank you. 
 
Lucy McMillan (76 Pearl Street): She is a graduate of Woodrow Wilson Middle School and Woodrow 
Wilson High School. The great thing about attending public school in Middletown is that we come from 
different cultural, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds, but we were all friends. She didnôt understand 
the history of the US President this school is named after at that time. She didnôt understand the depth of 
racist and segregationist policy in the Federal government. What she also din dot understand, but is learning 
more about each day is  that black  privilege allowed her and others to ignore (inaudible) . . . speaker 
connection lost  
 
Delita Rose Daniels (42 Oak Street):  She is here with her husband, Amad Daniels, and they speak 
together. They are parents of 4 children and 1 granddaughter, who has the potential of attending the 
remarkable edifice known as Beman Elementary. Not to do anything, but she and her husband started a 
movement called Change the Narrative, noting it is still fitting conversation. Since moving to Middletown, 
her family has become involved in a variety of ways. One thing they learned is that everyone in Middletown 
raves about its diversity. We are diverse, we are Middletown, which is awesome She bears witness to the 
many struggles that race imposes in such a unique, diverse town like ours. Because of that, now is the time 
to create change. They both have a passion for education, adding that she sits on the Board of Education. 
They have been advocating for change on many levels. Today they advocate for change in supporting 
naming the new middle school Beman Middle School. It will be a great step in a positive direction as the 
school district community and her family look at equity not as privileged, but as a right .This school district 
stands on equity. Itôs a new day and, again, we are a town of diversity. It is time for this diversity to be seen, 
to be heard, to be read aloud in classrooms and to boasted in that school building. Now is the time Let us 
move the word to action. Middletown has a long standing history, true American history which we seem to 
forget is inclusive and centered on black history. Letôs begin to tell the stories that matter to change the 
narrative. Our motto to change the narrative is they say that history repeats itself. We say that it doesnôt 
have to because we have the power   to change the narrative. Thank you. They look forward to the Council 
vote. 
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Robyn Anderson (65 Bristol Terrace): She offers her support, echoing much of what has been said. The 
Beman family also contributed to education and was the first pastor of Cross Street Church. He advocated 
for the rights of many. A change has to come. As we move forward and focus on what she hopes is a 
unanimous vote declaring racism as public health crisis that we also pray together in a diverse voice that 
we will not name the school after a racist, but after history. They continue to contuse to the history in so 
many ways and that history is Beman.  She favors naming the middle school after someone who made a 
major contribution to Middletown and its rich history. Also, diversity does matter and equity is here. We will 
continue to strive to be a town that also always seek to do what is right especially in equity for all. 
 
 
The Council Clerk asks if, for purposes of the minutes, another extension of time for the public hearing 
needs to be done, 
 
The Chair states, yes, we are at 32 minutes.  The Council can vote to continue.  
 
Councilman Nocera moves to extend the public hearing and calls for a consensus vote.  Councilman Philip 
Pessina seconds the motion.   
 
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for the vote on the motion to extend the public hearing by an 
additional 30 minutes.  The vote is unanimous with 12 aye votes. The matter passes. 
 
The Chair thanks the Council Clerk for noting that. 
 
 
Alisha McKenna (149 Lincoln Street): She is going into the 8th grade at Woodrow Wilson. She was also 
on the (Board of Education) Naming Committee. She is full support of the name change. Although she will 
not attend the new school, she has 3 younger sister who will. The school should be named after someone 
who worked for justice in Middletown, which is the Beman family. Thank you 
 
Catherine Rees (70 Alston Avenue, New Haven): While she does not live-in Middletown, she has worked 
her for 14 years.  She also wants to speak to the health issue, which is really more of a moral issue. Building 
on the development of an anti-racism task force and declaring racism a public health issue as well as 
renaming the building for someone who has no racist views is important.  Asking black and brown children 
to attend a school that glorifies racists as naming the school after someone glorifies that individual.  They 
continue to experience racism in a daily basis by leaning within the wall of a school named for someone, 
who promoted inequity and terror. It negatively impacts the health and well-being of brown and black 
children.  She offers her support to naming the new Middletown middle school as the Beman Middle School, 
lifting up the legacy of celebrate as so many previous callers have highlighted. Thank you. 
 
Josh Gray (31 Miller Street): He speaks in full support of naming it the Beman Middle School. It is time to 
restructure these racist underpinnings in institutions and celebrate our local heroes in a version of history 
that isnôt whitewashed and working towards a more American future. Thank you, adding that he yields his 
time. 
 
Jeannie Gugliemo (20 Blue Spruce Street): She is speaking in favor of naming the school after the Beman 
family. She has a historic connection to this City. Her relatives came from Mellili, Sicily in 1905, so she has 
long connections to this beautiful City.  Her children will attend what will hopefully be the Beman School. It 
is time to recognize history that has been brushed aside. She thinks naming it Beman Middle school honors 
the values of kindness and responsibility to the community. And shows children that they can be connected 
to history and that their stories matter.  Thank you. 
 
Quetina Frazier (91 Snatangleo Circle): She states that she is a Republican Town Committee member and 
is speaking in support of naming the school Beman Middle School. She was a student at Woodrow Wilson 
Middle school and enjoyed her time there; however, with the building of a new  school, it is a great time for 
a name change  that will not only acknowledge a piece of Middletown history, but also bring awareness to 
a Middleton family that  contributed to the community. Because the current climate, she recently looked up 
the numbers for Middletown, The people who are called underrepresented groups for a reason Many times 
our words are not heard. Middletown is about 74% white with a population of about 45,000.  She hopes the 
Council and public, no matter the race, support this name change. She recently read that one of the Bemans 
attempted to enroll at Wesleyan University but was denied.  She is an African American woman in this town 
and recently graduated from Wesleyan and is thankful for that opportunity. The Beman family seemed to 
be for education and it would be wonderful if the school was named after them. She went on a trip to DC 
(District of Columbia) and loves history. She felt a certain way after getting over the shock of not seeing 
people, who look like her.  She visited several places. She went to the National Museum of African American 
History. She supports the name change for our future children, for our current students and to have it ben 
named Beman Middle School. 
 
Deborah Shapiro (55 Clover Street): My name is Deborah Shapiro and I live at 55 Clover Street, 
Middletown.  I have been a resident of Middletown for 45 years, a student of history my whole life, and am 
the Municipal Historian for the City of Middletown.  I respect history in all its forms ï the good, the bad; 
national and local.  And I most assuredly respect peopleôs personal history. I respect history that propelled 
us forward as a society and I respect history that held us back. But I also respect the promise of the future. 
In the building of a new school, Middletown has the opportunity to look to the future and give our students 
a chance to build their own personal histories. A graduate of Woodrow Wilson High School said to me that 
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ñyou canôt change history.ò  While that is true, we can make a new history and a better history.  The makeup 
of Middletownôs population is far different from what it was in 1931 when that school was named after the 
28th President of the United States.  Middletown is a more diverse community that has embraced people of 
many ethnicities, colors, and creeds and the name of the middle school should be one that all students can 
look to as an inspiration to promote learning and working toward a more just society.  Middletown is erecting 
a new building combining two schools which gives us the chance to create a new beginning that tells our 
young people that they are all valued members of our community.  Even Princeton University, where Wilson 
served as president from 1902 -1910, is removing his name from a residential college and the School of 
Public and International Affairs.  ñWilsonôs racism was significant and consequential even by the standards 
of his own time,ò Princeton President Christopher Eisgruber said in making the recent announcement. I 
urge you to vote to name the new school, ñBeman Middle School.ò  The Middletown African American 
Beman family - Rev. Jehiel, his sons, Leverett and Rev. Amos, and Leverettôs wife Clarissa - were active 
in the anti-slavery movement.  Rev. Jehiel Beman, pastor of the Cross Street African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, was a co-founder of the Middletown Anti-Slavery Society and was a conductor on the Underground 
Railroad. Clarissa founded the Middletown Colored Female Anti-Slavery Society, only the second such one 
in the United States. Reverend Amos Beman was a prominent minister and his brother Leverett developed 
the free African American community now known as the Beman Triangle. Naming the school after the 
Beman family would acknowledge that even 185 years ago, in the face of much opposition, some of it 
violent, local African Americans worked to abolish slavery and create a path for equality. The courage of 
the Beman family and its impact on both national and Middletown history should be honored and celebrated 
and taught to our Middletown youth.  I have a very personal interest in this decision as my grandsons will 
be attending the new school and I want them to be proud of the school in which they receive their education.  
In light of the activism of hundreds of thousands of Americans and people worldwide marching peacefully 
for racial justice, as a city, we, too, must show courage to accept the fact that history is not always perfect, 
but can be a lesson for us all, a catalyst for change, and hope for the future. 
 
Precious Price (143 Prospect Street): She thanks the Council and Mayor for the opportunity to speak on 
this issue.  She is speaking as Director of the Middletown Racial Justice Coalition, a student of Woodrow 
Wilson, and a member of the (Board of Education) School Naming Committee. She is going to relay the 
sentiments of why they chose the Beman name as she things everyone has heard that. She just really 
wants to share her personal experience with being on that committee.  And the things that she personally 
had to go through to be able to vote. By sharing that, the Council will be able to understand why it is so 
important to her, personally and professionally. Walking in the first day of the first meeting, three black 
women had to walk in together. None of us knew each other.  She knew none of them at the time.  She sat 
down and listened as a white woman in front of her had a conversation that there were committees, 
reminding them that there were 3 black women sitting there.  The assumption was made that because we 
are black we are democrats.  It went downhill from there. At the public comments, not only did she watch 
from the stage as adults were laughing at students from making their point, and for making their points very 
clear that they wanted the school name changed, she had to listen -- she didnôt even listen. Folks came up 
to her after the meeting and told her that there were gentlemen making derogatory comments to her so 
much so that they asked if they could walk her to her vehicle.  That was what she had to go through that 
evening. And so she told the committee Chair, just to ensure her safety at future meetings, she also had 
moment where she wanted to drop down.  She was like, ñOkay, Iôm not going to do this.ò She thought they 
were naming a new school, not renaming a school and she did not know that this argument was that 
contentious. She wouldnôt have dropped off She didnôt know all of this going in. She was volunteering her 
like everybody else and they had to have security at the next meeting.  For her. This is ridiculous. Then 
they asked when they presented that Sacha had dropped off the Board.  She had to sit there and watch 
people laugh as they plotted to get this black woman kicked off and it happened. She sat there though that, 
she had to pretend and act like she was not offended.  She had to be walked to her vehicle because it 
wasnôt said to her or about her, but (inaudible) she walked in there with butterflies in her stomach every 
single meeting. She spoke out against Woodrow Wilson, knowing that there were people in the audience, 
who were staring her down and trying to intimidate her in those meetings. That is a little bit of her 
experience. She watched people laughing at their young people.  But at the end of the day, she stayed and 
the group voted and the committee voted. They voted to name a new middle school. Beman Middle School, 
for all of the reasons that you heard. This process was hard as ñshitò. It was very hard. Excuse her language. 
She has been sitting here, shaking since Sacha started talking. She will cut it short, she supports the name 
change. She does not know how many more of these processes she can sit though for the same ñdaggonò 
subject. There was a public hearing; there were two (2) petitions put forward, one for and one against; and 
then there was (inaudible)  at every single  meeting to  put something in writing, This was June of last year, 
June of last year for public comment. So you mean to tell me that folks havenôt spoken in a year? They 
donôt want to or they already have. Why does this need to be a referendum?  She is not understanding how 
many times she has to sit through this process and speak and speak and speak and organize and organize 
and organize for the same thing and these conversation go the same way. Itôs quite clear that Middletown 
is for a name change. You hear it at the public meeting in June. You heard it tonight. You heard it when 
Lisa just said who called and who sent their letters in. She is not understanding why they are placating a 
small group. They are calling us he small group; they are the small group. She is really confused. She 
apologizes. She just want to share her experience and why this is so important and Beman was her first 
choice and she just asks, as a black woman who sat through all the ñbullshitò to go through this to get into 
this vote, she asks that the Council choose this name that the Board and Committee have selected. Thank 
you.  
 
 
The Council Clerk asks if the Chair wants to go back to Lucy McMillan, who was cut off earlier.  The Chair 
replies, ñYes.ò   The Clerk asks if the time is a concern. The Chair confirms thither at 32 minutes, but wants 
to see if this speaker can reconnect. 
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Lucy McMillan: It is hard for her to understand why the Council would not change the name to Beman 
Middle School at this point, it doesnôt disrespect the education that she had at Woodrow Wilson or the 
education that anyone had. It demonstrates that we are so proud of, why she is the person she became, 
and why they need to continue to learn. It is one step and to be on it is a baby step. We have a lot of hard 
work to do so letôs do the hard work.   
 
 
The Chair reminds the public that the matter will be on the Connon Council August regular meeting agenda. 
 
 

12. Public Hearing: Naming of Middle School -- Closes  
 

There being no further public comment, the Chair closes the public comment session at 9:04 PM. 
 
13. Mayor requests Council Clerk to read appropriation requests and the Certificate of Director of 

Finance 
 

Notice is hereby given that a regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown will be held 
remotely via WebEx, at Join A Meeting, Event # 129 584 1604, on MONDAY, JULY 6, 2020, AT 7:00 PM to 

consider and act upon the following: 
 

Fire Department: $164,500 ï various lines: fire fund balance for salary, overtime, fill-ins, and 
Medicare 

 
Any and all persons interested may appear and be heard. 
 
ATTEST: 
HON. BENJAMIN D. FLORSHEIM, MAYOR 
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A. Fire Department: $164,500 ï various lines: fire fund balance for salary, overtime, fill-ins, and 
Medicare 

APPROVED 

 
 

Councilman Edward McKeon reads the appropriation and moves for approval.  Councilman Philip Pessina 
seconds the motion.  
 
The Chair calls on Councilman Vincent Loffredo. 
 
Councilman Vincent Loffredo asks for clarification if the Fire Chief can explain why we have just approved 
a budget.  He asks to what degree is this request from the current budget, asking if we are dealing with last 
yearôs budget in this appropriation, he asks where this money is coming from and why it is being presented 
after the Council adopted a new budget. 
 
Chief Kronenberger replies that this appropriation if for last yearôs budget. The shortfalls are a few. Salary 
was budgeted but there were three (3) retirements last year. Much is related to Covid expenses. While it is 
a sizeable appropriation, he ran the numbers and, effective June 30, 2020, he has $249,153 dollars, 
roughly, in reimbursable funds from FEMA. This mean that, while the Council was looking at the fund 
balance after all reimbursements are in, they are able to take a hit of about $80K. 
 
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a roll call vote on the motion to approve the 
appropriation, asking the Council Clerk to read the roll: 
  
Councilwoman Blackwell aye 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford aye 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
Councilman Loffredo  aye 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  aye 
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Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  aye 
Councilwoman Salafia  aye  
 
The Chair states that the motion to approve the appropriation is approved unanimously with 12 aye votes 
(Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico McKeon, 
Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia). The Chair states the matter is approved. 

 
14. Department, Committee, Commission Reports and Grant Confirmation Approval 

 
Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr. reads and moves for approval of the Department, Committee, and 
Commission Reports and Grant Confirmation Approval, agenda items 14A, 14B, 14C, 14D, 14E, and 14F.  
Councilman Eugene Nocera seconds the motion.  
 
The Chair calls on Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr. 
 
Councilman Faulkner states that he wants to point out the employment activity report, adding that the since 
the topic came up earlier, it is a great report.  In that quarter. Minority hiring accounted for 38% of all hires: 
one black female, one black male, and to white females. He believes that this is the same quarter that they 
hired several police officers where the entire class were minorities.  This shows that we are on the right 
track. 
 
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a roll call vote, asking that the Council Clerk read the 
roll.   
 
Councilwoman Blackwell aye 
Councilwoman Carta  aye 
Councilman Faulkner  aye 
Councilman Darnell Ford aye 
Councilman Edward Ford aye 
Councilman Gennaro  aye 
Councilman Loffredo  aye 
Councilman Mangiafico  aye 
Councilman McKeon  aye 
Councilman Nocera  aye 
Councilman Pessina  aye 
Councilwoman Salafia  aye 
 
The Chair states that the motion to approve Items 10A, 10B, 10 C 8A, 8B, 8C, as amended, 8D, and 8E is 
approved unanimously with 12 aye votes (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, 
Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia).    

 
A. City Clerkôs Certificate 

APPROVED 
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B. Grant Confirmation and Approval - Health Department - Kids' Health &  Safety Day - funding 

from Wesleyan University and Western Union for educational information about wellness, 
interactive exhibits, health screenings, child identification: $1,000 

APPROVED 

 
C. Grant Confirmation & Approval ï Health Department ï COVID 19 Crisis Response ï State grant 

to reimburse municipalities for monthly expenses directly related to COVID-19: $37,257 
APPROVED 
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D. Grant Confirmation & Approval ï Board of Education ï miscellaneous funds: $476,089.99 

APPROVED 

I 
 
  

http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_08cd13a1eb91adfb688a483dc928a828.pdf
http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_08cd13a1eb91adfb688a483dc928a828.pdf

